
She carried sunlight with her when she moved in, a girl
with summer in her hair and a practical kind of love
still packed away between her shoes and winter coats. The nerd
cleared space on shelves already sagging under books,
and promised himself that someday he would earn enough money
to make her glad she’d chosen this uncertain life.
For now, it was a narrow, secondhand sort of life,
two mugs, one mattress, the careful distance of a girl
who measured out her kisses like she budgeted her money.
She did not spend the dangerous currency of love;
she watched him underline his future in thick books,
this hopeful, awkward, brilliant-hearted nerd.
He was a blueprint of becoming, this nerd,
all angles and intentions, studying a better life
from problem sets and coffee rings on library books.
She traced the margins of him, this beautiful girl
who did not yet feel anything reckless as love,
but trusted in diplomas, promotions, rising money.

She told herself that patience, like money,
could be invested wisely; the diligent nerd
would graduate into comfort, into practiced love.
And she would step into that softened life
like slipping into silk. She was that kind of girl,
who believed in the fine print of things, not just the books.

He learned her rhythms slowly, as if from books:
how quiet could bruise, how silence cost more than money,
how to listen to the tremor beneath a confident girl.
He studied her the way he studied code, this nerd,
trying to debug himself into a livable life,
trying to earn, before earning, her difficult love.

She began to teach him the grammar of love
not found in libraries or footnotes in books:
how to share a bed, a kitchen, a trembling life;
how wealth was more than the promise of money;
how to stand straight, not merely as a clever nerd,
but as the steady, chosen man of a certain girl.

And so the girl practiced the habit of love,
while the patient nerd translated theory into life;
between unpaid bills and unwritten checks of future money,
they closed their books and began to write each other.


